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ROOTES GROUP EVENT TO ROLLO’S AIRFIELD 

GOOD crowd of enthusiastic Rootes Group members turned out for the Sunbeam Club’s event on 

Sunday 18
th

 September, even though the weather was anything but pleasant. The venue was Rollo’s 

Airfield, near Monarto. 

Blustery winds and occasional showers marred the day and caused the cancellation of the proposed aerobatic 

display that was to be performed by Chris 

Sperou, much to the disappointment of all in 

attendance, but fully understandable. 

Initially, members gathered in one of the 

hangers where lively conversation ensued during 

a self-catered lunch where hot soup was high on 

the agenda. 

During lunch, Rollo related several amusing 

tales while a contract pilot in Indonesia and also 

his time when working with earthmoving 

equipment in Afghanistan and Iraq. He has 

certainly had some interesting experiences. 

Many members had driven or trailered their classics to the event in order to be involved in the proposed 

photo shoot of Rootes Group Cars, to publicise next year’s All British Day. 

Several members were quite disappointed that not all 

vehicles in attendance could be included in the photo 

shoot. Only one vehicle from each of the Singer, 

Sunbeam, Humber and Hillman clubs was chosen to 

be photographed. I believe the weather and muddy 

ground was partly to blame for the change of plan. 

A tour of some of the hangers which house more than 

50 aircraft of various types and sizes concluded the 

day. One of the interesting planes was Chris Sperou’s 

“Pitts Special”.                            [continued on page 3] 
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SINGER CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc 

(To preserve the marque and unite the owners) 

Meetings are held on the second Monday of selected months at: 

Seven22 Bistro, 722 Port Rd, Beverley  

Meet at 6.00 pm for a great meal or just attend the meeting from 7.00 pm. 

OFFICERS FOR 2022  
 

President 

 

 

Jeff Vale 

PO Box 572, Greenock 

5360 

0427 152 029 (M) 

singercarclubsa@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

 

 

Ivan Margitich 

 

(08) 8295 5692 (H) 

singercarclubsa@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

(incl minutes sec) 

Stephen Bitmead (08) 8254 2716 (H) 

thebitmeads@gmail.com 

Treasurer Rob Martin 

1 Thornton St 

Angle Vale SA 5117 

0400 010 636 (M) 

singercarclubsa@bigpond.com 

Parts Officers  Stephen Bitmead 

Stephen Schild 

(08) 8254 2716 (H) 

0419 848 512 (M) 

Events Coordinator Stephen Bitmead  (08) 8254 2716 (H) 

Conditional 

Registration Officers 

Rob Martin 

Ivan Margitich 

John Eason  

Peter Wright 

(08) 8284 7947 (H) 

(08) 8295 5692 (H) 

 

Editor, Singergram Trevor Bailey 0402 434 398 (M) 

singergramsingergram@gmail.com 

Media Officer Stephen Schild 0419 848 512 (M) 

Web Master Stephen Schild 0419 848 512 (M) 

Singer Car Club of 

Australia Secretary 

 

Magazine Editor 

Marilyn Threlfall 

 
 

David Howell 

0429 300 783 (M) 

rtmt@karalee.com.au 

 

0405 007 700 (M) 

david@kokodahistorical.com.au 
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SINGERGRAM EDITOR & CONTACT DETAILS 

Editor: Trevor Bailey, tel. 0402 434 398 

singergramsingergram@gmail.com 

Please send all material for the next edition to the above email address by 12 March 

2023 

Note, it is not necessary for articles to be about Singers — anything of interest to 

members will be considered. 

Past editions of Singergram can be read online at — 

https://issuu.com/singergram?issuu_product=header&issuu_subproduct=%2Fstories%

3Fissuu_product%3Dheader%26issuu_subproduct%3Dstatistics%26issuu_context%3

Dlink%26issuu_cta%3Dstories&issuu_context=link&issuu_cta=profile 

Trevor 

 

[Rollo’s Airfield visit, continued from p. 1]  

Several attendees commented on how small some of the aircraft 

were and were intrigued by a hand-drawn flight plan clipped to 

the dashboard in the cockpit. 

Fortunately the rain held off while people packed up their cars for 

the drive home. Thanks to the Sunbeam Car Club for a great day 

out that could have only been improved if we had control of the 

weather! 

Jeff Vale and Rob Martin 

 

PIRELLI BS3 TYRES 

The August 2022 edition of Singergram, on page 11, featured an old advertisement for Pirelli BS3 tyres, 

which fitted a range of late Rootes group vehicles, including Singer Gazelle 1600s. In particular, the tyres 

had an unusual feature in that drivers themselves could changeover the tread of a tyre. Stephen Bitmead has 

found further information on this unique feature: 

https://www.theautopian.com/the-incredibly-strange-pirelli-bs3-tire-featured-removable-tread-you-
could-change-yourself/ 

 

 

 

https://issuu.com/singergram?issuu_product=header&issuu_subproduct=%2Fstories%3Fissuu_product%3Dheader%26issuu_subproduct%3Dstatistics%26issuu_context%3Dlink%26issuu_cta%3Dstories&issuu_context=link&issuu_cta=profile
https://issuu.com/singergram?issuu_product=header&issuu_subproduct=%2Fstories%3Fissuu_product%3Dheader%26issuu_subproduct%3Dstatistics%26issuu_context%3Dlink%26issuu_cta%3Dstories&issuu_context=link&issuu_cta=profile
https://issuu.com/singergram?issuu_product=header&issuu_subproduct=%2Fstories%3Fissuu_product%3Dheader%26issuu_subproduct%3Dstatistics%26issuu_context%3Dlink%26issuu_cta%3Dstories&issuu_context=link&issuu_cta=profile
https://www.theautopian.com/the-incredibly-strange-pirelli-bs3-tire-featured-removable-tread-you-could-change-yourself/
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER! 

From Jeff Vale 

T’S ALWAYS nice to have a new member sign up to our club, but the latest applicant is a little different – 

he lives in Western Australia! 

Coincidentally, Graham Cozins and his wife Claire who live in Eaton, WA, were enquiring about 

becoming members of our club at the same time as Maureen and I, along with Rob Martin, were 

caravanning in that State. 

We happened to be staying in Bunbury at the time. Graham was communicating with our club in SA and, as 

we were only a few kilometres away from Eaton, we decided to pay Graham and Claire a visit where we 

were made extremely welcome. Unfortunately Graham’s newly acquired Singer was not at his home as he 

had not yet collected it, but he was happy to supply some photos. 

As you know, I am the proud owner of “Black Betty”, a 1951 SM1500 sedan. Well, now I have some 

competition as the Cozins’ Singer is also an SM1500 sedan! 

As these photos will confirm, their sedan looks particularly smart and I am told it drives extremely well. It is 

a later model than mine with several identifiable differences – dashboard, grille, door handles, etc. – but I 

think all will agree it looks like a very smart example of a pretty rare vehicle. 

I hope one day we can get both sedans together so we can “compare notes”. 

    

    

 

I 
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DRIVE IT DAY 

OME OF our South Coast members ― Max and Rosemary Lane, Stephen Bitmead and Deidre Solly 

got out their cars to enjoy “Drive it Day” on September 1st. This year, the Victor Harbor “Cars and 

Coffee” organised a brilliant event. Around 30 cars of all makes and models got together.  

The event began with a meet up at Maccas in Victor Harbor from 8am for a car display in their car park. At 

10am we cruised to Goolwa where we had another “Park and Show” in a car park on the shore of the 

Murray. After that we headed in convoy over the Hindmarsh Island bridge to Sugars Beach, opposite the 

Murray Mouth where we enjoyed fabulous Fish and Chips from the Coorong Cafe. 

It was a brilliant day of getting together and enjoying, conversation, cars and nice cuisine. 

Stephen Bitmead 

     

 

POWER OF THE PAST 

 

Having always wanted to pay a visit to the Power of the Past 2-day event on Mount Barker Showgrounds, I 

got my chance on Sunday 6 November. The predominantly steam-driven stationary engines on display were 

in roughly equal numbers to pre 1980 vehicles (possibly about 80 in each category). I arrived just before 

10am to find many of the stationary engines already chuffing merrily away.  

Many items were of unique heritage interest, such as one of the first winnowing machines in Australia, first 

designed and developed by John Stokes Bagshaw in 1838 in Adelaide. John Bagshaw came from a 

Shropshire farming family and had a natural aptitude for mechanics. 

I found it quite informative chatting to the operators of the stationary machines, as well as drivers of the 

historic vehicles. Throughout the day, an old CFS fire truck rumbled along the paths, giving free rides to 

enthusiastic children, and with its siren wailing for dramatic effect. Around 2pm, several historic vehicles 

proceeded in a display tour around the grounds for all to see. Power of the Past is well worth a visit. 

Trevor Bailey 

 

S 
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Power of the Past pictures 
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2022 BAY TO BIRDWOOD 

OR THE 2021 Bay to Birdwood, I had entered both my Singer Junior and my Saab, with the intention 

some friends would drive the Saab, while Wendy and I would travel in the Junior. When the 2021 

event was cancelled, I rolled over the entries into this year’s event, but with my Junior residing in 

Gawler and us in Goolwa it was too difficult to 

use the Singer. So, earlyish on Sunday the 16
th

 

Oct we set off for the start at West Beach in the 

Saab Sonett.  We arrived at the start 

marshalling area after the first cars had set off, 

but with the weather perfect we had time for a 

wander and a few chats with other car 

enthusiasts before our turn came to depart. 

The drive through the city went well, albeit at 

times slowly. The kids along the route always 

get a good laugh at this tiny green car that 

“pops” it headlights up and down at them.  We 

stopped for a brief chat with my folks at Tea 

Tree Gully and then headed off up the hill after 

“The Gully Pub” and that was when our day turned sour.  

Unfortunately, due to a series of unfortunate 

events I swerved to avoid a collision and 

instead ran into a gate, damaging the front nose 

of the Sonett quite badly. 

After dusting ourselves off and checking things 

out, we determined it was still driveable, so we 

proceeded to Birdwood, collected our plaque, 

had lunch, received commiserations from many 

others, then headed home.  

Now I just need to sort things out with the 

insurance company. 

Definitely an experience to be missed.  

Stephen Bitmead 

 

Singer Roadster sketch by Hans Hilbrands, reprinted with permission from the Dutch Singer Songs) 

  

F 
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CLUB XMAS LUNCH 

NOTHER fabulous Singer Car Club Christmas Lunch was held at member Deidre Solly’s home. 

Many thanks to, you Deidre for hosting the event on 11
th

 December. 

Fifteen members attended, bringing salads and desserts to share. A well as the usual funny stories 

shared around, we had a couple of Xmas-related quizzes, and of course the Kris Kringle gift giving. 

A great day with good company! Hopefully we can all attend next year! 

Stay safe, healthy and have a happy Xmas and New Year, everyone. 

          

       

  

A 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS IN CANADA! 

    

 

 

It’s not too late to enter: 
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FOR SALE & WANTED TO BUY 

Singergram is happy to display For Sale and Wanted to Buy ads for up to 3 issues, unless cancelled or 

extended by request to the Editor (see contact details p.2). 

FOR SALE 

1933 Singer 9 Roadster, with Dickie Seat 

 

 Body by Holden – South Australian Coachbuilder – 

only one of this body style for this model built by 

them. It was going to be restored by the Woodville 

based Holden Apprentices before that plant was shut 

down, been owned by the present owner since then. 

 Chassis Number 46859 

 Engine Number 47636 

 Chassis has been stripped down and fully rebuilt, inc 

painting, all new bushes, new brakes, new fuel tank. 

 Engine does run, does not “Smoke”, new timing chain 

and water manifold fitted. 

 4 speed gearbox! 

 A new radiator surround was handmade by a skilled 

fabricator for the car, then Chrome Plated (see pictures) 

 Differential does need new Pinion Bearings, otherwise 

all in good order 

 Body is complete and has no steel requiring rust repair 

(some minor surface rust), interior has been blasted and 

primed. 

 All jewellery is there and has been re-chromed 

 “Holden” body badge included 

 Speedometer has been professionally rebuilt 

 All upholstery has been redone in a beautiful red colour 

 New windscreen glass fitted – no side curtains unfortunately 

 Also no hood frames and bows  

 Original wiring loom, has been labelled and “bagged” to allow either future use or to use as a 

template for a new loom 

 Over $20,000 has been spent to date – receipts available, the hard work has been done. 

 Offers around $12,000 considered for this very rare example of a Singer Classic. 
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Contact Peter Wright  0419 800 917   pedaw@lm.net.au 

 

Singer Badges (wearable) 

 

Imported from England. Cost: $6 each or $5 each if buying more than one. Contact Stephen Bitmead: (08) 

8254 2716 (H); thebitmeads@gmail.com 

 

 

AVAILABILITY OF BA SCREWS 

The following information recently appeared in Singer Link, the Queensland Singer Club’s newsletter. 

 

For South Australian Singer drivers seeking some BA screws (and related products, no doubt), Classic 

Fasteners is located at: 1/75-77 Grange Rd, Welland SA 5007. 

 

 

mailto:pedaw@lm.net.au
mailto:thebitmeads@gmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Please advise Stephen Bitmead (Events Coordinator) of any changes or additions to our Calendar of Events 

(see contact details p. 2 of this Singergram). 

2023 FEBRUARY 

13 Club AGM 

  

 MARCH 

5 All British Day, Echunga Oval (Featured marque: all Rootes group vehicles)  

  

 APRIL 

7-10 Singer National Rally, Goondiwindi, Qld 

10 or 
17 
(tba) 

Monthly meeting 

  

 MAY 

7 or 
21 
(tba) 

Club annual dinner 

  

 JUNE 

12 Monthly meeting 

  

 JULY 

tba Xmas in July Lunch (combined Rootes groups) 

  

 AUGUST 

14 Monthly meeting 

  

 SEPTEMBER 

tba Sunbeam Club combined groups event 

  

 OCTOBER 

9 Monthly meeting 

15  Bay to Birdwood 

  

 


