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“AUSSIE APRICOTS” & MUSEUM VISIT

T

AUSSIE Apricot Run on 11 April, organised by the Hillman Car Club, was a Rootes Group event,
with the Singer, Hillman, Sunbeam and Humber Clubs all meeting at Keith Stephenson Park, Mt
Barker for morning tea and a chat before heading off at 10.30 am to Mypolonga by the Murray
HE

River.
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SINGER CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc
(To preserve the marque and unite the owners)
Meetings are held on the second Monday of selected months (see last page), at:
Seven22 Bistro, 722 Port Rd, Beverley
Meet at 6.00 pm for a great meal or just attend the meeting from 7.00 pm.
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SINGERGRAM EDITOR & CONTACT DETAILS
Editor: Trevor Bailey, tel. 0402 434 398

singergramsingergram@gmail.com
Please send all material for the next edition to the above email address by 22 April 2022
Note, it is not necessary for articles to be about Singers — anything of interest to
members will be considered.
Past
editions
of
Singergram
can
be
read
online
at
—
https://issuu.com/singergram?issuu_product=header&issuu_subproduct=%2Fstories%
3Fissuu_product%3Dheader%26issuu_subproduct%3Dstatistics%26issuu_context%3
Dlink%26issuu_cta%3Dstories&issuu_context=link&issuu_cta=profile
Trevor
Aussie Apricots, continued from page 1…
The run to Mypolonga was on good roads, bypassing Murray Bridge, and took approximately 50 minutes in
a modern car, but for Rob Martin and Jeff Vale in Rob’s Singer LeMans it did take a little longer, we
thought he would arrive as we were leaving but, pedal to the metal saw him arrive about 15 minutes after us.
Well Done, Rob!
Once at “Aussie Apricots”, we were treated
to morning coffee and a talk on how three
generations of the Prosser Family set up the
growing and processing of their apricots. It
was very informative, lasting for about an
hour; we learnt that it has not been easy
going, with a lot of problems from inclement
weather and problematic machinery. But
Aussie ingenuity, with a lot of hard work,
helped them get through many such setbacks
to make them the successful company they
are today. The Prossers not only grow
apricots, but have diversified to other stone
fruits such as pears, avocadoes and apples.
Following the talk, we were taken down the road to the car museum and a large villa they are renovating in
their spare time. We had lunch in a large wooden room that seated about 50 people that had BBQ facilities
and wooden heating, but neither was used on the day.

.….continued on page 4
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Aussie Apricots, continued from page 1…
After lunch, we headed down to the Prosser’s
private car museum, where many older-style
vehicles were on display: a BESST (a very early
Adelaide made car, only about 5 ever produced),
a Gordon, a 1936 DKW, plus a ‘Frankenstein’
hybrid Singer built from a Singer 11 chassis,
mudguards and grille, with what looked like a 4A
or 4AD body and a LeMans rear end, all of which
were originally from the former Wickes car
museum. We were also invited to see vehicles
they had collected themselves, which consisted
mainly of American ‘muscle’ cars such as
Corvettes, Pontiac Firebird, and a Mustang all of
which were in pristine condition.
A great day with very nice people in good location with fine weather, what more could you ask for?
[Ed: Many thanks to all who sent in the photos and contributed to the write-up.]
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More pictures, Aussie Apricots visit…
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[Ed: Porlock Hill in Somerset, with 1 in 4 gradients in places, is recognised as the steepest A-class road in
the United Kingdom. Now possibly more popular among cyclists than motorists (who often prefer the
gentler toll road alternative), it would certainly have been some feat in 1927 to have driven up it 100 times
in one day. Many thanks, Jeff for these interesting pieces.]

BRITISH CLASSICS TOUR

T

HIS YEAR’S

tour, on Sunday 27 March, started off with around 150 British vehicles congregating on
the Old Noarlunga Football Oval from 9am. Possibly due to COVID gathering limits and the change
of location maybe being less convenient for south coast participants, numbers were lower than in
previous years.
A barbeque breakfast and the traditional
scones, jam and cream were available to early
arrivers, who soon began touring the oval
perimeter to inspect the vehicles and chat to
the owners. Trevor’s “green hot-rod” attracted
some interested on-lookers, but so far as he is
aware, it was the only Singer in attendance.

The touring began at 10.30am, with vehicles
proceeding along Main South Road, travelling up
Sellicks Hill towards Myponga reservoir, and crossing
the dam wall. The day was warm, with 31o forecast,
but affording fantastic views of the coastline. The tour
then wound through the picturesque towns of
Carrickalinga, Normanville and then Yankalilla,
before ending up at Warbirds Reserve in Victor
Harbor. Trevor, however, was not there for that part as
he detoured at Carrickalinga, heading to a beach house
for a family celebration lunch.
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MOTORING MISCELLANY
On Speed (cobbled together from various sources)

I

1904, South Australian MP Alexander McDonald told State Parliament that, while walking through
Belair recently, a motorist had passed him at an estimated 25 or 30 miles per hour, so frightening a horse
pulling a cart that the cart almost overturned. The MP caught up with the motorist and asked him why
he had driven so fast. He replied, “What has that to do with you? There is no law stopping me from going at
whatever speed I choose.” The MP told Parliament he hoped something would be done soon to curtail such
reckless behaviours.
N

Later that year, State parliament introduced the Motor Traffic Regulation Act in 1904. In 1903, a visiting
Victorian motorist, who unfortunately happened to be Dunlop Tyre’s General Manager, was convicted under
the UK’s 1865 Steam Roller and Traction Engine Act of exceeding 3mph without being preceded by a
mandatory red flag waving man. The 1904 SA Act permitted speeds up to 15mph (25 km/h), although local
councils were empowered to raise this to 18mph (30 km/h). By 1909, the most common traffic offence in the
State was not speeding, but causing “excessive smoke”.
Eventually, the State’s urban speed limit was made 30 mph (48 km/h), which held up to 1950 when the limit
was increased to 35mph (56km/h). More than a century after his speech, though, Alexander McDonald’s
concern about reckless behaviours and attitudes has not gone away, with the South Australian Police’s latest
road safety messages including “Speeders Come Out of Nowhere” and “I’m a Selfish P‗‗‗!”

BOLLARDS!!

These workers are clearing up after installing permanent bollards to prevent illegal parking too close to a
council building. Before long they will be hit with a full realisation of what they have just done!
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MOTORING MISCELLANY
Keeping Right / Keeping Left (also cobbled from various sources)
Since ancient times, foot soldiers along with other pedestrians usually carried shields with their left hands,
with a sword or other weapon on their stronger right side. In times of trouble (attack, robbery, etc), this led
to a tendency to walk on the right side of a road, to keep the shield facing the oncoming traveller.
Keeping to the right also stemmed from a trend to lead a horse by the right hand, with the handler walking to
the left side of the animal. Similarly, those in charge of carts and packhorses held the front horse by the right
hand, and thus found keeping to the right easier for passing. It remained common for led animals to keep to
the right, even in countries where keeping to the left become the norm for other forms of traffic.
Keeping to the right was common until increasing horse rider numbers brought new priorities. Right-handers
tend to mount a horse from the left, which means that they
normally begin on the left side of the road. This became
reinforced by the use of roadside mounting blocks to help riders
reach the saddle. Stepped mounting stones on the left were
common before the advent of stirrups, and were a feature of
formal Roman roads, being placed at 12m intervals. Right-handed
horsemen then began wearing their swords on their left, leaving
the right hand free for both saluting and fighting, if needed.
A mounting block behind stepping stones, Pompeii

These factors led naturally to left-side travel for horse-riders, as opposed to the right-side tendency of foot
traffic. An attempt to clarify the situation was made by Pope Boniface VIII, who suggested in 1300, not long
after the Crusades, that an estimated two million pilgrims travelling to Rome should keep to the left when
crossing a famous city bridge, the Ponte Sant'Angelo.
The need for a clear rule of the road grew further as horse-drawn wheeled vehicles became very common in
the 17th century, adding to the confusion. On vehicles drawn by one line of horses, using the right hand for
the whip led to drivers preferring the right side of the horses, and therefore keeping to the left of the road in
order to better judge clearances for oncoming vehicles. This was emphasised with four-horse coaches at the
end of the 18th century, which were best controlled by a whip wielded skillfully in the right hand.
As road traffic began to increase in volume and speed during the 18th century, the mixture of preferred sides
led to a firmer need for regulations. In 1722, the Lord Mayor of London appointed three men to ensure
traffic kept to the left and not stop on London Bridge, then only 5m wide and the sole road across the
Thames in London. Regulations mandating the one side and defining right of way for large vehicles were
soon to follow in many parts of Britain and the rest of Europe. In 1810, Governor Macquarie introduced the
left-side regulation into Australia.
A major impetus for driving on the right-hand side in the United States came from the design of the
Conestoga wagon, which played a major role in opening up America's West. The wagon was steered, either
by a rider on the left-hand side of the wagon, or by a driver walking or sitting on a board attached to the left
side of the vehicle. The driver kept to the left in both cases in order to use the right hand to manage the
horses and to operate the brake lever mounted on the left-hand side. Passing an oncoming vehicle, however,
forced drivers to move to the right side of the road to afford better vision, which became the more frequent
practice as traffic volumes increased.
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Conestoga wagon (note brake
lever on left side of wagon)

In 1793, four years after the French Revolution, travellers in Paris were instructed to keep to the right. This
satisfied both the technical and the political needs of the times. Up till then, the poor in France had
traditionally walked on the right to show deference to the left-keeping nobility as they rode in their carriages
with drivers seated on benches. It was also safer to face oncoming wheeled traffic, than to be run over by it
from behind by an aristocrat’s coach (a distinct deliberate possibility at the time, as those who’ve seen Les
Misérables may know). However, as the Revolution approached, many aristocrats switched to the ‘poor’
(right) side of the road, to avoid drawing attention to themselves and the risk of revolutionists stringing them
up, hanging from lamp posts.
In the first half of the 19th century, Napoleon decreed that all traffic should keep to the right, no doubt
enforced by the presence of heavy military vehicles on that side of the road. Napoleon, in his conquests,
succeeded in establishing the right-side rule throughout Europe, with those countries keeping to the left
tending to be those which had so far resisted Napoleon's invasions.
Movement of troops had been so successfully controlled in France during World War I that, afterwards,
many countries enacted formal traffic regulations, and many former keep-left countries switched to the right.
In fact, although a government commission in 1909 recommended left side driving for France, the righthand side held sway. It required the dictatorships of Hitler and Mussolini in World War II, to force Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Italy, to be in line with the rest of Europe in keeping right.

FOR SALE & WANTED TO BUY
Singergram is happy to display For Sale and Wanted to Buy ads for up to 3 issues, unless cancelled or
extended by request to the Editor (see contact details p.2).

Singer Badges (wearable)

Imported from England. Cost: $6 each or $5 each if buying more than one. Contact Stephen Bitmead: (08)
8254 2716 (H); thebitmeads@gmail.com
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MY SINGER GAZELLE GOES HOME

A

years ago, I answered an advertisement from a lady at Andrews Farm, South Australia,
who had a 1960 Singer Gazelle project for sale; and what a project it was! I had thought my 2 hour
drive was a waste of time on first inspection. However, I found out that the owner, her grandfather,
had bought the car with full intentions of restoring it but, due to a relationship split up, the project was
started but never finished. When I say started, the engine, gearbox and most of everything else was pulled
apart, the engine or what was left of it was sitting in the corner on an engine stand, and everything else was
stuffed into the boot and back seat. I bought it anyway thinking I could get it going, which I did.
BOUT FOUR

Fast forward to about a fortnight ago when an enquiry came through on our club’s FaceBook inbox. The
message was from a lady trying to locate her father’s old Singer Gazelle. She had seen mine advertised on
the Collectable Classics website and it was the same colour as her Dad’s and was wondering if any members
knew of the whereabouts of her Dad’s Singer. Her Dad used to live in Renmark. What a coincidence that she
had contacted the one person, me, who had a Gazelle that originally came from Renmark because, during the
restoration of the Gazelle, the hubcaps had the previous owner’s name, address and phone number in them.
That lady, Rose, who contacted me, said her father had his name and address in his hubcaps as well and
could I send her a photo of the inside of the hubcaps, and luckily I still had them, and yes they were her
Dads! Rose and her husband then purchased my Gazelle from Collectable Classics and now have it home in
Moonta, South Australia. Nice story and glad it has gone home. This is the second Singer I have had that
went back to a descendant of the original owner. I have three more Singers in the shed, maybe another one
will return to their owners’ relatives sometime?
Stephen Schild

Singer Le Mans ― sketched by Hans Borgsteede, Dutch Singer Owners Club
(reprinted here by permission)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please advise Stephen Bitmead (Events Coordinator) of any changes or additions to our Calendar of Events
(see contact details p. 2 of this Singergram).
MAY
1

Cousin Jack Rally at Kadina
JUNE

13

Monthly meeting
JULY

17

Xmas in July Lunch – Combined Rootes event at 722 Port Rd, Beverley

31

Singer Club Annual Lunch ― Whalers Inn, Victor Harbor
AUGUST

8

Monthly meeting

14

Kondoparinga Homestead, Ashbourne. Meet at Meadows
SEPTEMBER

tba

Combined Rootes Group event – organised by Sunbeam Club
OCTOBER

10

Monthly meeting

16

Bay to Birdwood (NB moved to October) (15 October in 2023)
NOVEMBER

5-6

Power of the Past, Mt Barker

tba

Humber Club’s Combined Rootes Club Event
DECEMBER

4 or
XMAS Gathering and Vehicle Registration Day
11
2023

FEBRUARY

14

AGM

2023

APRIL
National
Singer
Rally:
maureenbenfer@bigpond.com

7-10
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